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2. The committee did not accept as credible Kirk's protestations of innocence regarding the 

physical sexual contact in part because[Names redacted] closely corroborated the testimony 

of [Name Redacted], despite the fact that nearly 25 years have passed since the incident. 

Further, [Names redacted] had nothing to gain nor did they appear to hold antipathy towards 

Kirk. Their testimony was consistent with each other's and with that of [Name Redacted]. 
Both witnesses clearly and confidently articulated their respective memories of the description 

of physical sexual contact by Kirk on [Name Redacted] as disclosed to them by [Name 

Redacted]

3. The actions of [Names redacted], in talcing [Name Redacted]'s disclosure forward shortly 

after the incident, exhibited courage and diligence, thus lending credibility to their and [Name 

Redacted]'s testimony.

4. [Name Redacted]'s testimony was credible and was partly corroborated through witness 

statements and documents. [Names redacted]'s testimonies were consistent with that of 

[Name Redacted]. In testimony [Name Redacted] appeared sincere, forthright, clear and 

thoughtful. Any gaps in [gender redacted] recollection of events were understandable given 

the passage of time and the trauma[gender redacted]described. On the other hand, [gender 

redacted] recollecting and recounting of certain details had a ring of truth to them and [gender 

redacted] gave no indication of simply reciting from a prepared text. [gender redacted] 
evidence appeared to be presented by a person who was seeking to bring an end to a 

significantly unfortunate, traumatic and disturbing occurrence in [gender redacted] life rather 

than someone acting out of malice, rancour or with any hope of personal gain.

5. Students have a reasonable expectation that teachers will not abuse their positions of trust and 

authority by engaging in physical sexual contact with them. Such actions fail to treat the 

student involved with dignity and respect.

6. Kirk brought dishonour and disrespect to the teaching profession by engaging in physical 

sexual contact with a student who was particularly vulnerable given the circumstances that 

[gender redacted] elected to relate to a trusted teacher and the fact that [gender redacted] was 

alone with him, relying on him for advice, counselling support and, indeed, even for a ride to 

[gender redacted] home.

7. Kirk was afforded the opportunity to come before the hearing committee but he chose not to 

be available to be examined on his version of events and to assist the committee in its search 

for the truth. 
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Charge 2 

I. The committee did not find credible evidence to establish guilt and was left concerned that

Kirk's purported admission regarding this charge was not substantiated by his affidavit or any

corroborating evidence.

PENALTY 

The hearing committee ordered that 

I. Paul Kirk is declared ineligible for membership in the Association;
2. a recommendation be sent to the minister of education to cancel Paul Kirk's teaching

certificate;

3. the Association send a letter of severe reprimand to Kirk;

4. the Association, upon receiving notice from the minister of education of the cancellation of
Kirk's teaching certificate, notify all teacher certification bodies in Canada of Kirk's lack of

standing.

REASONS FOR PENALTY 

I. Kirk, while in a position of trust and authority, took advantage of [Name Redacted] when [gender 

redacted] was a vulnerable student, thereby violating [gender redacted]right to safety and security.

2. Teachers must never engage in sexual activity with students.

3. Society views such actions as repugnant and reprehensible.

4. Kirk's actions showed disregard for society's expectations of teachers.

5. Society has a reasonable expectation that teachers will act in a manner that maintains a trust 
relationship with their students. Kirk exploited this relationship when he took advantage of 
[Name Redacted].

6. Kirk's actions harmed the honour and dignity of the profession.

7. The physical sexual contact caused significant emotional harm to [Name Redacted]. 
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